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OBSOLETE LEGISLATION REPEAL BILL 2015 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 15 November. 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [2.36 pm] — in reply: When debate 
was interrupted yesterday evening I was dealing with the history of the operation of the Sunday Entertainments 
Act since its passage in 1979 and pointed out that a number of permanent and short-term exemptions from the 
operation of the act have been published under the hand of the relevant minister since its passage. Some of those 
examples of exemptions have included things as prosaic and part of our routine life over weekends, 
notwithstanding the Sunday Entertainments Act 1979 and the like, such as film screenings, family pool and 
snooker centres, Easter carnivals, ice arenas and family entertainment centres. It is now rare to require an 
exemption for a Sunday because a permanent exemption has been provided for fee-paying entertainments that 
regularly occur on Sundays. However, these permanent exemptions do not apply to Good Friday or 
Christmas Day events, even when Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, as it did in 2011 and will again this year. 
Most exemptions are sought for Good Friday. Approximately six requests for exemptions on each Good Friday 
are received every year from some of the following: the Australian Entertainment Industry Association; 
Live Performance Australia, seeking industry-wide film screening exemptions; Pot Black Family Pool 
and Snooker Centres; Mitro Pty Ltd, which manages the Rockingham Easter Carnival; Timezone WA; 
Xtreme Ice Arena; and Cockburn Ice Arena. 

There are other laws that also regulate these events, including local planning laws and liquor licensing laws. This 
regulation will not be diminished if the Sunday Entertainments Act is repealed. In essence, all the act does is 
give the minister the power to allow a person to charge for entertainment because if the entertainment was 
available free of charge, the act would not apply. As I have indicated, since 1979 changes have evolved to the 
manner in which our society uses its leisure time—everything from more liberalised trading hours to greater 
access and availability to entertainment, paid and unpaid. The Sunday Entertainments Act is considered by the 
government to be an anachronism and due for repeal; hence its inclusion in the Obsolete Legislation Repeal Bill. 
It is not, as I mentioned, an omnibus bill. Quite consciously, it is a change in the law as a policy decision in order 
to remove a piece of legislation that imposes unnecessary red tape and is well past its utility. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time.  

Committee 

The Deputy Chair of Committees (Hon Liz Behjat) in the chair; Hon Michael Mischin (Attorney General) in 
charge of the bill. 

Clauses 1 to 5 put and passed. 

Clause 6: Sunday Entertainments Act 1979 repealed — 
Hon KATE DOUST: On behalf of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, I will 
speak very briefly on clause 6, because I think, during the debate that was had last night, Hon Adele Farina, 
another member and I talked about the part of the committee’s ninety-eighth report that focused on the 
Sunday Entertainments Act 1979, and provided the reasons the committee felt that this particular part of the bill 
should be excised and dealt with in a different way. It did not fit in with the other types of acts dealt with in this 
bill. Because other matters still to be resolved link to that piece of legislation, we felt that it should be treated 
separately. It is not a case of moving a separate amendment. I just wanted to put the committee’s view. It is set 
out quite clearly in the report. I indicate that, on behalf of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and 
Statutes Review, the opposition will be opposing this clause. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Just for the record, I have already indicated why this bill includes the repeal of the 
Sunday Entertainments Act 1979. Again, it would be unfortunate if the repeal of a piece of legislation of this 
character required a standalone piece of legislation, when it could be conveniently done otherwise. I note that 
one element of the report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review related to 
references in the Criminal Procedure Act 2004 allowing for certain processes under that act to be applied to 
infringements of the Sunday Entertainments Act. The way that works is that this act is identified by regulation as 
one to which certain provisions apply. When this act is no more, the prescription of this act under the 
Criminal Procedure Act will no longer be necessary. That can be fixed by way of simply changing the 
regulation, removing this act as being one of those to which the Criminal Procedure Act applies. That is not an 
impediment to its repeal. It requires no consequential amendments to any other piece of legislation. It is 
subordinate legislation; it is identified by regulation and will be fixed by regulation, in the same manner as any 
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other consequential amendments of that character are dealt with. That really is no impediment to the disposal of 
this antiquated piece of legislation. The government has indicated its position. I respect the view that the 
Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review has taken. We think it is wrong because the 
reasoning process is based on a mistaken premise. Nevertheless, I thank the committee for its report, and the 
government will be opposing the deletion of this clause. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clause 7 put and passed. 

Title put and passed. 

Report 

Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Michael Mischin (Attorney General), and transmitted to the Assembly. 
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